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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's women's track team capped its season 
Saturday (May 12) with a seventh place finish at the Gateway Collegiate Conference 
championships. 
"Finishing seventh is a little disappointing, but we lost a couple of key people, 
which is always going to make a difference," EIU coach John Craft said. "We only really 
had good weather at two meets and that makes it really hard for anyone to come in with 
consistently good times." 
Although the EIU runners had difficulty adjusting to ever-changing weather and team 
conditions, Illinois State's women maintained their consistent excellence as they con-
tinued their domination of track and cross country with another GCAC title. 
The Redbirds captured their second outdoor track championship, completing their 
sweep of every track and cross country title since the league's inauguration two years 
ago. 
Illinois State finished with 130 points followed by Western Illinois, 97, Southern 
Illinois, 95, Wichita State, 92, Drake, 85, Northern Iowa, 35, Eastern 33, Indiana State, 
12, and Southwest Missouri, 10. Bradley failed to score. 
Most of EIU's scoring was accomplished by senior Gail Stephens (Evanston), who 
placed second in the 400 meters, finishing in 54.41, ran second in the 200 with a time 
of 24.88, and anchored the second-place 4 X 400 relay team, which finished in 3:43.65. 
Joining Stephens on the relay were seniors Barbara Hudson (East St. Louis-Senior) and 
Renee Johnson (Chicago-South Shore) and freshman Lauren Lynch (Elmhurst-York). 
Eastern also scored points in three field events and freshman heptathlete Beth Smith 
(Deerfield) placed fifth with 4,231 points. 
Another freshman, Valeta Strickland (Chicago-South Shore), uncorked an EIU record-
breaking toss of 44-6~ for fourth place in the shot put and senior Barbro Hines (South 
Holland-Thornridge) cleared 5-6 for sixth in the high jump. Junior Denise Macon capped the 
team's scoring with a fifth-place showing in the discus, hurling the disc 130 feet. 
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